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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 381.177 

Subpart Q—Records, Registration, 
and Reports 

§ 381.175 Records required to be kept. 
(a) Every person within any of the 

classes specified in paragraph (a) (1), 
(2), or (3) of this section is required by 
the Act to keep such records as are 
properly necessary for the effective en-
forcement of the Act: 

(1) Any person that engages in the 
business of slaughtering any poultry or 
processing, freezing, packaging, or la-
beling any carcasses, or parts or prod-
ucts of carcasses, of any poultry, for 
commerce, for use as human food or 
animal food; 

(2) Any person that engages in the 
business of buying or selling (as a poul-
try products broker, wholesaler, or 
otherwise) or transporting, in com-
merce, or storing in or for commerce, 
or importing, any carcasses, or parts or 
products of carcasses, of any poultry; 

(3) Any person that engages in busi-
ness, in or for commerce, as a renderer, 
or engages in the business of buying, 
selling, or transporting in commerce, 
or importing, any dead, dying, dis-
abled, or diseased poultry or parts of 
the carcasses of any poultry that died 
otherwise than by slaughter. 

(b) The required records are: 
(1) Records, such as bills of sale, in-

voices, bills of lading, and receiving 
and shipping papers, giving the fol-
lowing information with respect to 
each transaction in which any poultry 
or poultry carcass, or part or product 
of a poultry carcass, is purchased, sold, 
shipped, received, transported, or oth-
erwise handled by said person in con-
nection with any business subject to 
the Act. 

(i) The name or description of the 
poultry or other articles; 

(ii) The net weight of the poultry or 
other articles; 

(iii) The number of outside con-
tainers; 

(iv) The name and address of the 
buyer of the poultry or other articles 
sold by such person, and the name and 
address of the seller of the poultry or 
other articles purchased by such per-
son; 

(v) The name and address of the con-
signee or receiver (if other than the 
buyer); 

(vi) The method of shipment; 
(vii) The date of shipment; and 
(viii) The name and address of the 

carrier. 
(2) Guaranties provided by suppliers 

of packaging materials under § 381.144. 
(3) Records of canning as required by 

subpart X of this part 381, of sub-
chapter C, 9 CFR chapter III. 

(4) Records of irradiation as required 
by sections 381.149 of this part. 

(5) Records of nutrition labeling as 
required by subpart Y of this part. 

(6) Records of all labeling, along with 
the product formula, processing proce-
dures, and any additional documenta-
tion needed to support that the labels 
are consistent with the Federal meat 
and poultry regulations and policies on 
labeling, as prescribed in § 412.1 of this 
chapter. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0583–0015) 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 47 
FR 746, Jan. 7, 1982; 49 FR 2236, Jan. 19, 1984; 
51 FR 45633, Dec. 19, 1986; 57 FR 43600, Sept. 
21, 1992; 58 FR 675, Jan. 6, 1993; 60 FR 67458, 
Dec. 29, 1995; 78 FR 66838, Nov. 7, 2013] 

§ 381.176 Place of maintenance of 
records. 

Every person engaged in any business 
described in § 381.175(a) shall maintain 
the records required by § 381.175 at the 
place of business where such business is 
conducted, except that, if such person 
conducts such business at multiple lo-
cations, he may maintain such records 
at his headquarters’ office. When not in 
actual use, all such records shall be 
kept in a safe place at the prescribed 
location in accordance with good com-
mercial practices. 

§ 381.177 Record retention period. 
(a) Every record required to be main-

tained under this subpart shall be re-
tained for a period not to exceed 2 
years after December 31 of the year in 
which the transaction to which the 
record relates has occurred, and for 
such further period as the Adminis-
trator may require for purposes of any 
investigation or litigation under the 
Act, by written notice to the person re-
quired to keep such record under this 
subpart. 

(b) Records of canning as required by 
subpart X of this part 381, subchapter 
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